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David fatd furthermore, as the Lord 
liveth, the Lord ſhall ſmite him, 
1107 ibis'd 7 ball come to"dye, or be 

Rap Aeſiend. into Battel and. periſh. 
The Lord forbid that T'fhowld ftretch 


forth maie. band oi Fe Lord s 
 mnvinted. It 


HO one muſt ales be ſtniſible, har 
| Arguineees. ae Inferehces ferch'd from 
the Jewiſh Government, cannot by ary 
means conclude with Certainty, 'attothier 
Nation and a different- Conftiration;; and that the 
+. Scripture-Inſtances themſelves, without ſome: gerie- 
ral poſitive Command to follow them, can oblige 
ano farther than they carry Reaſon and Coriveriience 
mo with them ; yet becauſe the World is govern'd 
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for' our Intitation, it fy 
> confider, in his Fiſt NF "Err 
4; given to David, the Oppdrtu- 


9:14 --* ans 


(6s) 


nities that David had to avenge himſelf, and take 
away his Life : This I will do_in_the fr place ; 


RR or his Proceedings ; It s the Lord's anornted: 
And in the third and /aft place, apply my ſelf a 
little to the Occaſion of this Days Aſſergbly. 
I. The Perſons here concern'd are Saul and David, 
the King of 1ſrae! and his Servant, the. Father and 
the Son-in-law ; afid the State. in which the Text 
thews us theſe two, - was that-of Exmmity ; it was the 
ſecond time that Saul, with a premeditated form'd 
Deſign had:hunted aftes David to, deſtray 'thim ; 
and 'twas the ſecond time that God had put the, for- 
mer in the fatter's Power, ahd 'grven his Life into 
his Hands, which he was tender of the ſecond time, 
and ſpar'd it with his old and uſual good Expreſſion, 
God forbid that I ſhould ſtretch forth my hand againſt 
the Lord's anointed; a noble Inſtance this, if 'twere 
alone, of a moſt excellent forgiving Nature, of firm 
and ſolid Virtue, of _ and unſhaken Loyalty ; 
but when confider'd with its Circumſtances that 
attended it; the Provocations Saul had given, and 
the Advantages that David had, it will .appear an 
AR ſo brave and generous, that it would be flat- 
tering up our ſelves in vain, to hope to ſee it ever 
parallel throughout. | | 
Conſider therefore f#r/, the Prince that was - his, 
Captive now, and at his .Mercy had. fom2while ,. 
ſince deſcended fo below himſelf, as to. become the. - 
Envier and Detractor from [his Praiſe, was poorly. 
us of the Honours he had. purchafed, and tried, 
to blaſt the Laurels he had. gather'd, .at be wag 
of © much. guhys Toll god Hazards: and. Be. bg: 
| | gf 
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little _ —_ and — that can reſtrain 
2 yo ring Hero, irom taking Vengeance on 
the Matgncrs of his Praiſe, and how ie all 
Impediments in his purſuit of Fame and Glory. 

Conſider, Secondly, This was the Prince that had 
attempted twice to murther him himſelf, had 
thrown his Javelin twice to fix him to the Wall, 
and choſe to make himſelf the Executioner of his 
own Choler and Revenge, hearkening ungratefully 
to the Suggeſtions of that Evil Spirit, which the 
good Youth was at the preſent labouring with his 
Muſick to appeaſe and charm; and when Mens 
Lives are fo apparently ſought after, they uſually 
lay all Reſpe&ts aſide, and litten to the Dictates of 
unruly Nature. 

Thirdly, He was a falſe perfidious Prince, under 
pretence of honouring and advancing him, he had 
remov'd him from himſelf, and made him Captain 
over a Thouſand; and ſtill to make the Matter leſs 
ſuſpicious, ſaid unto him, Behold my elder Daugh- 
ter Merab, her will I give to thee for Wife, onl. 
be valiant for me, and fight the Lord's Bartel, 
But what follows > For Saul /aid, let not mine hand 
be on him, but let the hand of the Philiſtines, No- 
thing affeds a gencrous Mind ſo ſenſibly, as being 
cheated under thew of Friendſhip; and Treachery 
is never viler, than when 'tis covered with the 
Mask of Godlinelſs. 

But, after all, it came to paſs, at the time when Me- 
rab, Saul's Daughter, ſhould have been givento David, 
that ſhe was given to Adriel the Meholathite to Wife ; 
an-affront in its own Nature very great undoubted- 


ly ; but ſuch as, according to the Maxims of our 
modern 
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modern Gallantvy - were - never; to. be pardoned. 
Bu —— When:: Hiche/'s voluntary Love 
hid amply: farsfied the diſappointment he had had 
in Merab, 'the unrighteous Father, harden'd in his 
Cruelty, ' would make his ter inſtramental in 
the murthering of his Son-in-law, would have the: 
Left-hand cut: the Right one off, the Wife: conſpire 
againſt her Lord and Husband, and betray the Life 
ſhe 'lov'd: and priz'd above:her own. And when a 
Man has thus. apparently attempted. to debauch the 
Loyalty, and break the Union: of the Marriage- 
Bed;' to: diſſolve thaſe Sacred Bands, to interrupt 
the ſweeteſt Commerce of Man's Lite, and violate 
all the ties of Nature, Reaſon, and Religion, 'by a 
practice of ſuch horrid and unnatural Wickedneſs, 
there. 15 hardly any exceſs of. Fury: ſo (exorbitant, 
but ſeems at firſt excufable; im a: thus/injured and” 
abuſed: Husband. : But God: farbid; ſaid David, nor- 
withſtanding all this; that' 7 fould. firetch my hand 
againſt the: Lord's anointed.;:.'The Villany- of -this 
Attempt, the. Wickedneſs-of Saul, and' David's Ver- 
tue, 'might yeti be raiſed; by-con{;deringiwhat: were 
the eftects:of this his. Rage and Drifappointment ; 
- he was focruel that he took:the Princeſs from her - 
Husband; broke: off the” comfort 'of her Life, and : 
ſent- her 'to | a Strangers loath'd: unhaltow'd' Bed; 
and-even when Jonathan: himfelf; his noblett. beſt 
beloved Son, the prop and comfort of: his Age, the 
tight and joy of /faz/, the glory of .his:Houte," and. 
the ſupport of his Kingdom, came but to intercede 
in his Friend's behalt, and.to cxcnte his Abſence, 
Saul's Anger was ;ſo enkindled'at him, that ho caſt 
a Javelin at him, to have;naild: him tothe Wall ; 
a 


(9) 


a piece of Rage and brutal Violence that Nature 
wants a name for, but a ſure Indication, that ſuch 
a ſettled Wrath was never to be appeaſed, and therc- 
fore never to be ventured more,. and therefore now 
ſecur'd for ever. 

But farther, he was Perjur'd, He had but lately 
taken a ſolemn Oath before the Lord and Jonathay. 
David ſhould not be Slain; when behold, upon the 
firſt awakening of his Evil Spirit, even whilit his 
Vows were warm upon his Lips, he threw himielf 
the ſecond Javelin at his Heart, and threw away all 
Faith and Honour with it. And when a Prince 
hath thus abandon'd common Honeſty, broken the 
facred Cords that knit Societies, and keep up Go- 
vernments and mutual Correſpondences, together 
with Relations Natural and Civil, and by his Per- 
Juries, provok'd the Vengeance of God, and is de- 
livered into the Hands of thoſe whoſe Innocence 
and good Credulity he had impos'd on, and abus'd 
almolt to their Deſtruction, Oh ! what a mighty 
meaſure of God's Grace muſt fill the Heart of him, 
thar then could fay, The Lord forbid that I ſhould 
ſtretch forth my hand againſt the Lord's anointed. 

There are ſome things beſides our Lives and Per- 
ſons, in which if we are touch d, we think our 
ſelves extreamly Injur'd ; and they are ſpecially our 
Friends, our Fortunes and Religion; and David was 
in every one of theſe affeAcd more or leſs by Sau/'s 
implacable purſuit, and hunting atter him. He was 
conſtrain'd to change his Habitation, carry his Fa- 
ther and his Mother, and his whole Family, into a 
{trange Country, aged and teeble, as they needs 
muſt be. To be forc'd, when one is growing old, 
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and ſtooping with Infirmities, to forſake ones Na- 
tive Place, the Dwelling of ones Anceſtors, the 
Comforts of good Neighbourhood, the uſual Pro- 
fpeds and familiar Ohjedts of ones Sight, with all 

e old Conveniencies of Life, in the way one is in, 
for a ſtrange Country, barbarous Neighbours, new 
Laws and Uſages, and Tongue unknown, muſt needs 
be hard and troubleſome to humane Nature, and 
an Oppreflion ſcarce to be endur'd : Yet this was 
David's Caſe, .who felt theſe Evils in himſelf, but 
much more ſenſibly in the Diſtreſſes of his Parents, 
who, by the fury of the King, were driven to Miſ- 
peh, of the King of Moab. 

And then for his Ef/ate, it could not otherwiſe 
be but he muſt ſuffer much in that reſpeR, it was 
impoſſible to remove his whole Effets : King's have 
long Hands, and piercing Eyes, and by their Offi- 
cers can reach and ſee at mighty diſtance : And 
Saul had Harpies in his Court undoubtedly, as well 
as other Kings, ready to TIED upon the E- 
lates of ſuch as by their Cri or their Misfor- 
tunes, were obnoxious to the King's Diſpleaſure. 

Laftly, for his Religion, h he ſuffer'd no- 
thing for or by it, yet much he ſuffer'd for the want 
of it; to be driven away into a wicked and ido- 
hatrous Country, and be debarr'd the exerciſe of his 
Religion, to be hurried from God's Temple, and 
the communicating in the appointed daily Service 
of that Holy Place, was little leſs than painful Mar- 
tyrdom to one ſo zealouſly and fo devoutly beat, 
as David was. | 


Let 
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Let any Man recount the Evils I have mention'd, 
ſumm up the Perſecutions and the Provocations of 
King Sax, and fer before his Eyes, himſelf, or any 
one in David's Caſe, wrong'd in his Honour, di- 
vorc'd from his Nuprial-Bed againſt his Will, de- 
ſpoil'd of his Eſtate and Property, wounded in the 
Diſtreſſes and Afflictions of his Parents, attempted 
privately to be deſtroy'd, purſued in Publick as an 
Enemy, and hunted like a Partridge on the Moun- 
tains, and forc'd to wander like a Fugitive, and ſeek 
his Bread out in deſolate Places, and in a manner Ex- 
communicated,by being barr'd the uſe and exerciſe of 
his Religion. Let any Man, I fay, but put himſelf in 
theſe bad Circumſtances, and find himſelf in a capa- 
city of delivering himſelt from out of them, as David 
was, and think with himſelf what he would do. 
No,—'tis not that I would adviſe him to,—Let him 
rather think what David here did, —The Lord forbid, 
that I ſhould ſtretch forth my band againſt the Lord's 
anointed. 

There's hardly any one of all theſe ſingle Paſſages 
that happens to our ſelves, or our Acquaintance, 
but puts us to extremity, and provokes us beyond 
all Patience, we call it an intollerable Oppreilion, 
and weary Heaven.and Earth with our Complaints, 
and think our ſelves undone, till we have found our 
Satisfaction or Revenge. How reſlleſs ate we in 
contriving Snares, how quick in catching Oppor- 
tunities, and how malicious in improving. them to 
our ill-natur'd purpoſes ! Much otherwiſe was it 
with Righteous David here, who call'd not to his 
Mind his paſt Wrongs, nor calt his Dangers and 
Oppreſlions up, to make a terrible Account ; who 
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conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood, nor debated 
the Matter with thoſe ill Adviſers within, his Cho- 
ler and Revenge, who cure one Evil by a hundred 
worſe: Yet He, as he had moſt Reaſon, fo had he 
moſt Opportunities, and moſt Advantages, to carve 
out whatever Satisfaction he might judge ſufficient : 
Which is what for his Honour, and our Inſtruction 
I muſt Secondly inſiſt on. 


He was, fr/#, the King's Son-in-law, one of the 
greateſt Honours in the Kingdom, and an Advance- 
ment that muſt needs draw after it, a great many 
Friends and Favourites, and make him ſtrong Al- 
liances at Court; and tho' thoſe Friendſhips com- 
monly live but like Flies, while the benign and 
quickening Infſhences of the Sun continue, and dye 
upon the Frowns and Lowrings of their Prince ; yet 
*twere too hard a refleion on the lightneſs of thoſe 
places, to think ſuch-ſolid Vertue, and unqueſtion'd 
Merit, as eminently ſhone in David, had not ac- 
quir'd him a conſiderable Party,-and a well-grounded 
Intereſt at Court. : 

But, Secondly, he was a mighty Man of Valour, 
he fought the Lord's Battels; he was the Sword 
and Shicld, the Horſemen and the Chariots of //rae!. 
He was the Scourge of the Philiſtines, and indeed 
of all the Idolatrous Nations round ; the great De- 
fender of the Jewiſh Faith, and the Supporter of 
God's Worſhip.. And 'tis hard to think a Man thus 
qualified, ſhould fail of bearing ſway amongſt the 
Soldiery, and being gracious in the Camp; and all 
Men know, how far that tends to the promoting 


and ſecuring any great Deſigns. 
ali : Thirdly, 
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' Thirdly, This David was belov'd of all the Peo- 
ple, the Favourite of his Country, the very Idol of 
the Crowd. His Youth, his Beauty, his attractive 
Grace, and popular Deportment, together with his 
Virtue and his Valour, had ſtol'n the Peoples Hearts, 
and charm'd them fo to Love and Admiration, that 
he became the Theme of their perpetual Talk, their 
Songs and Dances were compos'd in honour of his 

reat Atcluevments, and all their Inſtruments of 
/- and Muſick, were tun'd to his invidious Praiſes. 
How harſh and rude muſt thoſe Expreſſions of their 
Pleaſure be, how unmannerly and ill-natur'd a Tri- 
umph, to have the Women come to meect the King 
himſelf, and grate him with the burthen of their 
Song, Saul hath ſlain his thouſands, and David ht 
ten thouſands, | do not wonder much, when I con- 
{ſider humane Nature, that Sau, (as it follows in the 
next Verſe) was very wroth, and the ſaying diſpleaſed 


him; and then upon a regetition of that Sentence, 


was very natural to inferr, What can he have more 
but the Kingdom ? "Tis fatal to a Prince to loſe him- 
ſelf, or ſuffer any elfe to get the Aﬀections of his 
People. A King may be as wroth as Ahaſuerus was, 
and may decree terrible things, and Prieſts may 
preach up Patience and Obedience long enough: 
but 'twill not do, unleſs the AﬀeCtions of the Sub- 
jet go along therewith. He that hath never got- 
ten theſe, or loſt them once, may find to his coſt, 
when e'cr he comes to try, that the ties of Duty 
are not half ſo ſtrong as the bands of Love; nor 
the Service of the Body comparable to the Aﬀectt- 
ons of the Mind, Whereas he that hath gain'd 


the Heart, will certainly be Maſter of the Hand.and 
\Ser- 
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Service on Occaſion. And this was it that Saul 
toxeſaw and dreaded fo ; and this was it that David 
was already in poſſeſſion of, But notwithſtanding 
all this, great as he was in Court, great as he was 
*1n Camp, and greater yet in favour of the People, 
he would not venture on the impious FaQ, ſtill it 
was, The Lord forbid that I ſhould ſtretch forth my 
hand againſt the Lard's anointed. 

The Lord forbid -yet David knew it was this very 
Lord, ' that had rejected Saul from being King, that 
rent the Kingdom from him, and that repented he 
had ever made him King art all. Nay, David knew 
himſelf the Man deſign d by God to be his Succeſ- 
ſor, and had accordingly been anointed King by 
Samuel, at the Town of Bethlehem. 

'Tis ſurely with Ambition, as with other Paſl'ons, 
the fantaſtick and imaginary Joys are greater than 
the experienc'd and ſubſtantial ones: The Hopes 
and ExpeQations far exceed the pleaſures of Poſ- 
ſeſſion. Whatever Cares belong to: Crowns, they 
lye conceal'd within their Circles, and are more 
ſeldom ſeen than felt ; and therefore more engage 
in their purſuits, than are contented when they get 
them. But this' Temptation found no place with 
David, young, and gay, and vigorous as he was, 
and even fo near the Crown, that by conniving at 
Abiſhai's Blow, he might have been in full and ture 
poſſeſſion of it ; yet he ſuffered not, himſelf to be 
tranſported beyond the Bounds of rigid -Honeſty 
and Loyalty ; and ſtill cries out, The Lord forbid. — 

Now, to conclude, and to compleat this Cha- 
racer, add, Laftly, to theſe great Advantages, of 
being Son-in-law, a mighty Man of Valour, and 
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accepted in the ſight of all the People, of knowing 
Saul rejeed, and himſelf defign'd for Succeſlor, 
the greateſt yet of all Advantages, and that is Op- 
portunity ; that without which all others ſignifie but 
little ; and that with which alone Men ſerve their 
turns, and make up the defects of all the reſt ; that 
Pandar to all Sin, and fatal Snare of Virtue ! That 
that has ruind many thouſand Souls, and betray'd 
them into moſt deteſtable Commiilions ; ſometimes 
againſt the beſt Convictions of their Underſtanding ; 
nay, and ſometimes againſt their Vows and Refolu- 
tions; ' Opportunity, that few have Virtue, few have 
Strength ſufficient to withſtand ! and of all Oppor- 
tunities, none are ſo ſtrong, and work ſo power- 
fully upon the Minds of Men, as thoſe that look 
like Providential ones, and ſeem to come from God. 
Yet this was David's Opportunity, and yet with- 
ſtood. Behold, faid the Men of David to him, 
Chap. 24. and ver. 4. Behold the day, of which the 
Lord ſaid :nto thee, Behold I will deliver thine Ene- 
my into thine hand, that thon may'ſt do unto him as 
ſhall ſeem good unts thee, And again, in the Chap. 
of the Text, and ver. 8. Then ſaid Abiſhai to David, 
God hath delivered thine Enemy into thine hand this 
day ; now therefore let me ſmite him, I pray, with 
the Spear unto the Earth, at once, and I will not.ſmite 
him the ſecond time, As if he had ſaid, © Look round 
* you, noble Youth, and ſee how Heaven and 
* Earth conſpire in your Advancement ; mark how 
* the Providence of God hath ordered every thing: 
* in your behalf, contriving every Circumſtance to 
* concurr in ſetting the Crown upon your Head. 
* How many Pſalms have you compos'd, how ma- 
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* ny Vows, how many earneſt Prayers have you 
< put up; that God would- viſit your Afﬀidtions, 


* confound your 'Enemies, and redeem you from 


<* Diſtreſs? Behold then, in this Opportunity, your 
* Prayers are anſwer'd, and your Vows returned, 
* This is the Day, this is the Time, of which the 
*Lord-faid, I will deliver thine Enemy into thy hand, 
*ls it not he, and he alone, hath wrought this 
< preat Salvation for thee? with his own Right-hand, 
* and with his holy Arm, harh he beſtow'd on thee 
< this Victory ; what. could our few and feeble 
* Troops have done againſt a Royal Arniy, had not 
< the Finger of God been viſible in all this Action ? 
< Had not his gracious Providence diſpos'd of all 
* Events in favour of your Claim? 7 i the Lord's 
* doing, and marvellous in all our Eyes ; improve it 
* therefore to his Honour, and the advancing his 
* Deſigns, in _ you over his choſen People. 
* Will you withſtand the Purpoſes of God, or will 
« you not concurr with his good Providence ? God 
< hath deliver'd Sau! into your hands, and do not 
* tempt the Lord, by ſighting or negleRing of his 
* Times and Seaſons; 'tivere Madneſs and Impi 

*to let him ſcape - You mult not think the Lord 
* will work out ſuch Deliverances every Day; to 
* Day you are a Conqueror and a King, if you 
© but leaſe ; to Morrow you may be a Rebel and 
* undone, and who ſhall pity you 2 You ſhall not 
© need to. imbrue your own Hands in his Blood ; 
* you ſhall not need to incurr the Odium of Com- 
* manding ſuch a thing to any elſe ; Ill ſpare your 
* Fame, the Guilt of both ; permit me only, by my 
* ſelf, to be the Miniſter of Providence, the Execu- 
*tioner 
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© tioner of God's Deſigns. This was the ſenſe and 
of Abiſhai's Speech, and carried ſo much 
force and worldly Reaſon with it, that none bur 
one that had the fear of God continually before his 
Eyes, could poſſibly withſtand it, or ſay with David, 

e Lord forbid that I ſhould ſtretch forth my hand 
againſt the Lord's anointed, 

And now having done what right I could to the 
particular State —_ Circumſtances of- Sau! and Da- 
vid, .King and Subject, and ſhew'd ſuch Provocati- 
ons on the one hand, and ſuch Temptations and 
Advantages on: the other, as it may be never did 
before, or never will again hereafter happen 


Tam to proceed, and conſider, Secoxdly, the Reaſon 
David gave for his refuſal of AbiſhaZ's, and the Sol- 
diers Profler, /t is the Lord's anointed. 

By the Lords anointed is here meant, the Man 
that was by God's deſignation and appointment, a- 
nointed King or Captain over all the People, which 
was done by the Ceremony of pouring a Vial of 
Oyl upon his Head, and kiſſing him : So that 7he 
anointed of the Lord, ſignifies ng more than an or- 
dinary King with us. David therefore would not 
ſtretch forth his Hand againſt Saul, becauſe he was 
his King : He would fly from before him, though 
he was his King, as he did from Xeilah; and he 
would gather up 600 Men to guard him from the 
| Violence of (1 will not fay the King, but) his ille- 
gal and blood-thirity Servants that purſued him : 
But he would not touch the King's Life ; and be- 
cauſe he has expreſs'd no other reaton, than that he 


was the Lord's anointed, that is, a King, we mult 
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either conclude, that the Laws of God, or the fun- 
damental Conſtitutions of the Nation had guarded 
the Perſons of their Kings from any Violence ; or 
elſe that David abſlained, out of a principle of Ten- 
derneſs; or from the unreaſonableneſs of the thing 
it ſelf; or from the Infamy that always waited on 
that wicked Practice. Thc Laws of God, did. cey- 
tainly ſecure the, Lives of _ as well as other 
Mens, if it did no more. And it appears, by the 
very name of Treaſon, that the Crvil Conſtitution 
had preſerv'd the Royal Perſon facred and inviola- 


ble ; and if we take our Meaſures from the abſolute 
and arbitrary Sway of all the Eaſter» Monarchs, 
we cannot but conclude the Cuſtoms of Judea, a- 
mongſt the reſt, muſt have conciliated a mighty 
Awe and Reverence to their Princes. — And for the 
unreaſonableneſs of ſuch Attempts, it is plain, that 


a Government cant poſſibly fabſiſt for any time, 
where any kind of Violence is allowed againſt the 
Magiſtrate. We ſee what wicked work 1s made in 
{ome unhappy States, where private Executions of 
Revenge, betwixt Particulars, are indulg'd, or fre- 
quently conniv'd at. But Government is at an end, 
where Rulers are expos'd to popular Afſſaults, or 
private Aſſaſſinations. Beſides, there is a great in- 
decency in the nature of the thing, to ſee the 
' Lord and Maſter of a Nation reduc'd to wretched 
Villany ; to ſee the Man, whom all the Kingdom 
honour'd and ador'd, deſpisd and trampld on; but 
molt of all, to find a Sovereign Arbiter and Diſpoſer 
of his Subjxes Lives, to be deſpoil'd of his own : 
But, Laſtly, *tis, and has always been, and always 
will, I hope, be infamous, to ſhed their Blood. L 
A 
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Altho' Mankind has generally a reliſh of Liberty, 
and has for every Age receiv'd the mention of its 
brave Afſerters, with Reverence and Eſteem ; yet, 
[ know not how, where-ever it has been vindicated 
by the Blood of Kings, (tho' they were truly verv 
bad) it gives ſome kind of Shock to human Va- 
ture, and blemiſhes the glory of the Action. 

Never, perhaps, was any Man more fitted tor the 
vindicating the ancient Liberties of Rowe, than 1. 
Brutus was, a Sober, Vertuous, Honeſt, and Diſin- 
terefted Man, freed from all imputation of Revenge 
or Malice, by his Enemies, and one that had no 
other proſpect in the World, than the redeeming of 
his Country from its Slavery; and yet, becauſe he 
could not compaſs his Intent, but by the death of 
its brave Raviſher , his Vertues and moit noblc 
Qualities have all been loit undcr the Infamy of 
Parricide and Traytor ; ſo natural an abhorrence 
have all Men for ;thedding of Princes Blood, and 
taking away thcir Lives, 

But what then, is the World provided for no bet- 
ter than ſo? Hath God indeed ſubjected all Man- 
kind to the tyrannick, impotent, and arbitrary Sway 
of ſome few Men, who have ſometimes leſs Wiſdom, 
and frequently leſs Vertue than their Neighbours ? it 
fares but ill, it ſeems, with us, wizen our Eſtatcs and 
Properties, our Lives and Perſons, Wives and Daugh- 
ters, our Liberties and our Religion too, are put 
into the hands of ſome weak, wicked, or perverle, 
yet uncontrollable Humour ; will not this Impunity 
breed greater Licentiouſnels in Princes, and augment 
the ſlavery of the Subjes to ſuch degree, as 1t can 
20 no lower; and ſo the facredneis of one Man 

C 2 {hall 
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ſhall be the ruine of many Thouſands ? In anſwer 
to this, we muſt acknowledge, that according to 

- Nature and good Reaſon, there ſeems to be a great 
deal of Iniquity and Partiality in theſe Caſes ; but 
we muſt ſay withal, that Religion is neither charge- 
able with theſe Hardſhips, nor anſwerable for them ; 
God hath declar'd himſelf in favour of no one fort 
of Government, with reſpect to all the World, nor 
laid it, by Command on all People : Our Saviour 
ſaid, His Kingdom was not of this World, and did 
indeed concern himſelf with nothing of it. St. Peter 
and St. Paul did preſs Obedience and SubjeRion on 
the Chriſtians, as they found occaſion ; but then it 
was Obedience and SubjeRion to the Laws and dit- 
ferent Conſtitutions of the different Governments 
they liv'd under, and did not thereby change, or 
think of changing them. 

There were, no queſtion, in the ApoſtlesDays, 
very different Forms of Government in the World, 
ſomeAbſolute,and ſome Limited, ſome made their Will 
theLaw,and others govern'd according to known and 
ſettled Law's ; fome ſucceeded by way of Inheritance, 
and others were elefted to the Rule: Now, if when 
St. Peter and St. Paul preſs the Chriſtians they wrote 
to, to Submiſſion and Obedience, they only mean, 
that thoſe particular Chriſtians ſhould obey the par- 
cular Governments they liv'd under ; then there a- 
riſes no Obligation to any other Chriſtians to obey 
their Governours, by Virtue of any thing ſaid by 
theſe Apoſtles. Burt if a#/ Chriſtians are hereby 
underſtood to be exhorted to Obedience to their 
Governours (as molt undoubtedly they are) then 
are all Chriſtians exhorted to pay ſuch Obedience 
to their Governours, as the particular Conſtitution 
of 
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of the Government they liv'd under call'd for and 
requir'd. And then the Chriſtians who liv'd under 
an abſolute Monarch were to pay ſuch Obedience 
as that Government requir'd; and the Chriſtians 
who liv'd under a limited and mixed Monarchy, 
were to obey as that Government requir'd; and fo 
of all the reſt, they were all to ſubmit themſelves 
to the ſeveral Governments they liv'd under ; for 
'tis not to be preſum'd, that St. Peter and St. Paul 
by their preſimg and commanding Chriſtians to ſub- 
mit to and obey their Governours, chang'd the ſe- 
veral Forms and Conſtitutions of Government, and 
requir'd the Chriſtians of a limited and mixed Mo- 
narchy, to obey their Superiors, in the ſame man- 
ner, meaſure, and degree, - as thoſe of an Abſolute 
one did theirs ; but Chriſtianity requir'd ſuch Obe- 
dience as the Laws and Cuſtoms of tae Country 
call'd for, and exacted at their hands : And truly, 
it would be ſtrange to irhagine, that Chriſtianity 
ſhould preſs Men to obey, in Inſtances where the 
Laws of the Country require no Obedience, ſince 
every Country is preſum'd to underſtand, and con- 
ſult its own Intereſt beſt, and to ſecure ſuch Obe- 
dience from the Subjects, as would belt procure and- 
continue ſuch their Intereſt, And therefore if one 
Country had liked and approved of fuch a Form 
and Conſtitution of Government, and found it beſt 
and fitteſt for it, with reſpect to its Situation, and 
its Neighbourhood, and to the Temper and the Ge- 
nivs of its People and Inhabitants ; if it had pitch'd 
upon ſuch Laws, as it found by Experience moſt 
convenient for it, if ſuch and ſuch were the Powers 
and Prerogatives of the Superiours, and ſuch and 
ſuch the Privileges and Immunities of the —_— 
Chri- 
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Chriſtianity did not intend to alter this, and fay, 
that the Superiors ſhall- have more Pawer and a 
fuller Authority over the People, and the People 
ſhall have leſs and fewer Privileges than what are 
already agreed to on both hands. Neither. did it 
come: to ſet the- People higher, and the Princes 
lower than they were. Chrittianity did not meddle 
with-theſe Matters, nor ſay any thing on either ſide; 
but coming to 'ſettle -Peace and Quiet, © Truth, 
and Honeſty, Juſtice, and Religion, in the Hearts 
of all Men, and to make the whole World eaſie 
and happy; it commanded Governours to 'exerciſe 
their Power with Juſtice and Uprightnels, with Cle- 
mency and Prudence, and all SubjeQs to obey with 
Reverence and Submiſſion, with Patience and Con- 
tergedne(s; bur it came not to alter -Conſtitutions, 
nor to give either Governours or People more Power 
and. Authority than they had before: For if it had, 
it had brought a Sword albng with i, it had come 
to {et the Princes of the World at variance with the 
People, and the People with their Princes, to pre- 
judice Mens Civil Rights and Liberties, and put 
them in a worſe Condition, as to this World, than 
they were in before, by overthrowing ſettled Laws, 
by undoing CompadQts and Agreements , the only 
Preſervatives of Civil Society. In a word, there 
would be no end of the. Miſchiefs that would enſue 

upon underſlanding Chriſtianity, to oblige all Peo- 
woe the World alike to Obedience and Submiſſion 
to their Rulers, without reſpe&t to the different 
Laws and Conſtitutions of different Kingdoms and 
Governments ; and it would be a very bad Account 
and Character of that Religion, Whereas, it Chri- 
ſtzanity 
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ſtianity came to urge Obedience to the Laws of 
every Country ( not Barbarous, Obſcene, nor [m- 
pious, nor any ways execrable) it came to ſecure 
that Country in the way and manner it thought 
the beſt and fitteſt for its Intereſt and Happineſs, 
and brought a Bleſſing with it, and ſhewed both to 
Prince and People, what was the Meaſure and the 
Rule of the ones Power, and of the others Obedi- 
ence ; a thing molt necellary to be known, where 
the Event is of ſo great Importance, both in this 
World, and that to come, Since therefore Chriſli- 
amty came not to make the Laws that Subjeas mult 
obey, but to urge the Subjects to obey the Laws 
made by the Legiſlative Power, where-ever that 
reſides; there is no reaſon why it ſhould be charg'd 
with any of the Miſclhuets or rhe Inconveniencies of a 
Government too abſolute, or too much limited : 
And therefore, (to bring the Matter home) the-un- 
limited extent of Power, placed in the Princes hands, 
or the facredneſs of his Perſon, or his being unac- 
countable to any one for his Proceedings ; arethings 
that depend entirely on the Civil-Conllitutzon, and 
we mult know them from the Laws, and the con- 
tinued Uſages and Cuſtoms of the Country, imme- 
morial, or agreed upon. 

No doubt but Kings may take up Crowns on pit- 
tiful and wretched "Terms, as well as Subjes wil- 
lingly ſubmit their Liberties to the Will of Princes ;. 
and each of them muſt ſtand to the Conditions, tho” 
very inconvenient ones, till they can honeſtly ob- 
tain better. I know no better, and no other cer- 
tain Rule, for all the World to conſider, than this, 
Look to the Conſtitution, look to the Laws and Cuſtoms 
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; of a Country, if you would know the Prince's 
Power or Peoples Privilege. It is not to the Men 
of great Reaſon, and much Reading, the fineſt 
Speculators and Eſſayers, one ſhould be refer'd to, 
upon theſe Occaſions, but to the Hiſtories and Re- 
cords, the Laws and Statutes, Cuſtoms and Uſages, 
that are accepted in a Nation ; and therefore, where, 
by theſe, we find the Lives and Liberties. of Princes 
are held Sacred and Inviolable ; 'tis to no purpoſe 
to objet the Inconveniencies, both real and ima- 
ginary, that may ariſe from ſuch Impunity. Look 
to the Laws and Conſtitution. 'T fee, in ſuch a Caſe, 
no way is left, but to-fay with David, in the Text, 
—The Lord ſhall ſmite him, or his day ſhall come to 
dye, or he ſhall periſh in the Battel, but God forbid, 
that I ſhould ſtretch forth my hand againſt the Lords 
anointed. 2 

The Lord ſhall ſmite him, or his day ſhalt come, or 
he ſhall periſh in the Battel, that is, I leave him to 
God's diſpoſal ; let God, the Judge of all the Earth, 
do with him as he pleaſes. And tho' we think the 
leaving wicked Kings -to God, is the lighteſt and 
the kindeſt Expreſhon of nothing in the World 
that can be ; yet we would quickly alter our Opi- 
nions, and be of David's Mind, if we would give 
our ſelves leave to conſider, 


Firſt, That he hates Injuſtice more. 

Secondly, That he is much more ready. And, 

Thirdly, Much more able to puniſh it than we 
can -be. 


Firh, 
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Firfl, He hates it more:: He hates it purely for 
the malice of its. Nature, and its intrinſick Evil. 
We only.for. our own, and Intereſts. ſake, becauſe 
we cither feel or dread/ its Miſchiefs. He hates Op- 
preſſion, Tyranny, and'Cruelty, becauſe they are 
the Contradictions of his own Divine, and the 
Corruptions of our Humane Nature : They are 
direftly oppoſite to his moſt glorious Attribute of 
Juſtice, to his moſt gracious ones of Mercy and 
Compaliton. He looks with Indignation on thoſe 
haughty Sons of Violence and Injuſtice, that abuſe 
the Power that God entruſted them, and the great 
Titles' that he honoured them withal, for the uſe 
and benefit, to the deſtruction and contuſion of the 
World, only to fatisfie their cruel Rage or vain 
Ambition. There's not a Groan nor Murmur of 
the poor oppreſs'd, but makes its way to Heaven, 
and finds acceſſion to the Tarone of Grace ; He num- 
bers all our Sighs, and counts our Tears, and notes 
down our AftStions in- his Book, and treaſures 
them in. Wrath, again!t the Day ot Wrath. And 
if'we would be:{trong and patient tor a wh.le, and 
tarry butthe'Lord's letfure, we ſhould certainly fee, 
lies a God that hates. and punithes Iniquity. 

Secondly, He is much more wil/ing to puniſh wick- 
edGovernors:than we can Le. Not that the Good- 
nels of God is ſo. ready to. atilict or grieve the Sons 
of Men, /as they' are to deſerve it; or | that the hu 
man Fury does not ſomct:mes anticipate the divine 
Vengeance, but that it is wore preſent to his Na» 
ture, and more immediately his Will, to puniſh Sin, 


than it can. poſlibly be with us. The love of Ju- 
D ſtice 
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ſtice, /and the hate of Sin is fo eſſentially united to 
his Being, / that one -may. fooner . fancy no” Divinity 
at all; than that'it is'not' willing to reward the proud 
Oppreſfors \after their deſervings. 
Men may be brib'd by Paſſions, Intereſt and Aﬀe- 
cons, ſome from perſuing, others from adminiſtring 
the Juſtice due to great Offenders. The fears and 
threatnings of: Diſpleaſure, ' the hopes . of Favour 
and Advancement, the charm of ſoft Words, and 
the natural pity of Mankind, have oftentimes di- 
verted the molt Reſolv'd, and laid the fury of the 
moſt Enrag'd. But God, as he ſees not with Mens 
Eyes, fo:neither is he mov'd with human Motives ; 
bur is inflexible in his Decrees, which are to puniſh 
eat Delinquents with great Wrath ; and has de- 
chrd, that nothing but fincere Repentance can 
prevent his Judgments. 
- 'And, Laftly, He is much*more able. He is able 
to puniſh-them: in this Life, and in the next: He 
can' puniſh them in this-Life, by defeating all their 
Enterpriſes, and blaſting all: their Purpoſes; by in- 
tatuating. their Counſellors, and turning the Wii- 
dom of Achirophel to Folly and Deſtrauftion ; / by 
ſuffering the-Enefny to ſow Difſſentions, Strife, and 
Difcord in: their Nations; by alienating the Aﬀe- 
ions of the People; by ſcattering the Spirit of 
Fear and of Diſtruſt throughout their Armies, and: 
cauſing them to turn . their Backs: upon their Ene- 
mies; and by reducing them themſelves to Miſery 
and great Diſtreſs ; and ſometimes ſuffering them 
to periſh by the Sword, or ſome more ignominious 
Death, as well as common Men. But: if this be 
not 
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rotenough, let them know, that he is able, after 
' he has deſtroyed the Body, to caſt both Soul and Body 
mtoiffell Fire. Tophet, faith Iſaiah, the 3oth and 
the 33d, is prepar'd for the King, he hath made it 
deep and large ; the Pile thereof-is Fire, and much 
Wood ; the breath of the Lord, like a ſtream of Brim- 
fone doth kindle it. Hear therefore, O ye Kings, 
( in the 6th-of the Wiſdom of Solomon ) and under- 
ſtand 3. learn ye that be Judges of the ends of the 
Earth ; give ear you that Rule the People, and glory 
in; the multitude of Nations ; for Power is given you 
of. the Lord, and Sovereignty from the Higheſt, whe 
fhall try your Words, and ſearch out your Counſels ; 
becauſe being Miniſters of his Kingdom, you have not 
judg'd aright, nor kept the Law, nor walked after the 
Counſel of God ; horribly and ſpeedily ſhall he come 
upon you ; for a ſharp gudgment ſhall be to them that 
be in high places; for Mercy will ſoon pardon the 
meaneſt, but mighty Men ſhall be mightily tormented. 

And is it not a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God, thus ſharpen'd and pre- 
par'd to execute full Vengeance on ungodly Go- 
vernors? it is not therefore ſo unreaſonable and 
trifling a thing, as is commonly reputed, to ſay, 
that wicked Princes muſt be left to God ; it is fay- 
ing, they are left to one that hates them with a 

rte& Hatred ; to one that will and can pour out 
the Vials of ſuch Wrath upon their Heads, as nei- 
ther Eye can ſee, nor Tongue expreſs, nor Heart 
of Man conceive, and that to all Eternty. 
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And having thus gone through my Text,;i ould 
in the daft re, apply my ſelf -to the fad. Qcca- 
fion of this Days atſembling.; 'but having been ſo 
free in handling the firſt Parts, 1 ſhall ſcarce be 
allow'd to_do right at full to this; and there is, I 
hope, the leſs occaſion for ut, becauſe the fad Hi- 
ſtory is ſo well known, and ſo ſufficiently regreted 
and deplored by honeft Men ; and the deſign eſpe- 
cially of this. Anniverſary, being more for the Uſe, 
InſtruQien, and Advantage of the nay Ap, 
then for the Praiſe and Honoar of the: Kimeg, 
the Difcourſt 1 have: rais'd from the Text; will, if 
to, anſwer the greater and the better end ; 
and-there is litthe need to meddle-with the fecond 
and the he(s. | | 
. That Princes Praiſes (peak themiſelyts alond'; and 
tho' Migfortunes add great laſtre #0. Mens Virtues, 
and ſct'them off to great Advantage (as Tears ſhew 
ſome fair Faces yet' more beauriful,) yet Charles 
be Firſt right well have paſt for one of our moſt 
excellent Kings, altho' he had not had the exetcife 
of ſuch Afﬀictions as he met” withal, :but had been 
always Fortunate. But having had the advantage of 
thofe Tryals, and thereby practis'd many other Vir- 
tues rare and unſeen in Kings, I know not now 
whom wn rs omen him.; and God forbid I 
ſhould be thought to put him ander 'the diſadvan- 


tage of repreſenting Saw/ 1n the Compariſon. He 
was ( and that is-as much as 1 can fay)) no more 
like Sad, than any of his Murtherers, was like David. 
If there was ſome'Miſgovernment,and ſome unhappy 
Male-adminiſtration un his Reign (as who can be ſo 
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3gtfiorant and paytial.:40) deny ont Owe.imb ſl, of we 
hail be juſt -to the Truth}Cdifobarge'ring Perſon, in 
| ;nedlure of [at 4) bnd Jayiioowhare! itabght t6 
tye,- much of at on ſome of -his- indiſcreet' and zea- 
Jons: Servants, who were unqueſtionably. Men of 
aetter Meanirig than Abuitics,, land! who) appear ( at 
-Jeaft at fo much diftance ): not tar: have andarftood 
ſufficiently the Ground they ſtood: upon,; the Times 
they liv'd'in, and the Men they had to deal withal : 
And fomewhat on the Patlions of Her, who ( rho 
ſhe bould- ititend no ill to him, yet?) through her 
fondneſs .for her Party ( that confiant wifchief to 
this Nation) embroil d him friſt with his difem- 
per'd People. Buthaving taken this hberty, | ought 
to add, that never were Miſcarriages improv'd to 
-fuch a height, nor aggravared ' with more Malice. 
.Fheir Adverſaries got: tome Truths, and us'd them, 
as the Devil does the Scriptures, always perverſely, 
and fo bad Purpoſes ; they mingled them with ode 
-ous Calummies and Slanders, and treacherous /n{inu- 
-ations z and made them help to make the ſtronger 
-Poyſon, and to6 idifperſe it more effectually into 
the Peoples Veins. 

As to the Perſonal Virtues of this Prince, Envy 


xt ſelf hath never yet found any thing to fay againit- 


them. Sober and Temperate to a wonder, Chaſte 
2to. his Queen, and faithful to his firit Vows; of 
10 pure Innocence, and ſuch vnſpotted Sanity 
1a that behalf, that Calumny hath never txt ſo much 
as 2:Suſpicion on his Reputation, And for his Zeal 
to God, and his Devotion to his Service, his con- 
ftant-Attendance, and good Behaviour in his —_— 
r us 
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bis firm Adbefhon' wo the Chutchy wor our uf Pre 
judice 'or | pettinarions: 'Obſtinacy: in what he - 
been educated;:'bur true and 1 onderſtomiing of 
her. Conſtirutiong'i with his-;great Care and Love to 
all her. Minafters,-as::they were. made his Crimes 
and Accuſator by::hs>Sacmies, fo by:his Friends 
'rhey have been made-an; Objedion'to God's Provi- 
dence,” in ſuffering-fuch/'a/Righteous' Prince to fall 
:nto- the hands -of /fach abominable People; and 
ſuch an Objedtion as muſt tay ( they think ) to 
be ſolvid: by.that .great Day, when all ſuch Argu- 
anents\>will icertainly be fulty anſwered', .and-all 
-uch:Clamours fitenced, and: all the World thall 
ſee -and- feel that God is Juſt, and no Unrighteouſ- 
neſs dwells. with him. 
.- > And »yet: ws.cannot ſtrictly fay, this Days Of- 
fence : hath hitherto! been unaccounted for'; and 
unavenged. . No Man'('I think ) can. alſ'ign any 
one Head, to which we may ſo properly aſcribe 
the continual Troubles and Alarms that have for 
many Years diſturb'd this Nation, the vaſt Calami- 
ties and moſt amazing Diſtreſles it has labour'd/ un- 
der, as to the atrocious and moſt execrable Action + 
of this Day, and its moſt curſed Conſequences, the 
debauching both the Morals and Religion of our 
Princes and great Men. Had not our Sins increas'd 
with our Atflictions, I ſhould have hoped, this 
Days Offence had now. been fully expiated, by 
that long train of Miſchiefs that has followed by 
way of Conſequence, if not Retaliation, But if 
there yet remain any dregs of Wrath for us to 
drink, I know - of- nothing that can poſhibly pre- 
vent 
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vent them, or ſupport us under them, but true 
ſincere Repentance, which — the Merits of 


the Blood of Chriſt, will waſh away all paſt 
Offences, reconcile us again to God, and fit us 
for what future Favours we ſhall- want, either as 
private People, or a Nation, and he in his abun- 
dant. Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſhall ſee expedient 


for us, 
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Theſe Buoks''Printe VII "PALE at 
the GoldenBall: '*f Se: Paul” s Ohajth- Jard. 


<A realy ' at bp 3s pda: Dicemb, II. 
1692. before the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor 

and Court of Aldermen. 
A Sermon Preach'd before the Queen at White-Hall, 


Feb. 12, 1693. 
Sermon of _ Education of Children, Preach'd at 


Guild- Hall Chappel, Novem. 1. 1696, Before the Right 
Honourable &s Mayor and Court of Aldermen. F 
All Three by W. Fleerwood, Rector of St. Auftir's, and | 


- Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majeſty. _ 
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18 Corlparton th Peniteat, 795M Per- 
ſons ended in 120, 


hw 1; + to- the Perſccated* or an 
Office for Fir who ſuffer for Righteouſneſs, 120. 
His Four Tracts, Quer:o. 
—The Chriſtian indeed : or, a ſerious Exhor- 
tation to the Ho Communion. Together with 

ions for + due Preparation for it, Behay 
at it, and-'# table Admonition to Live and A after 
it, as becomes Perſons publickly profeflin "eg to be Chrifti- 
ans. "Wich ſome:neceſſary Prayers deſigned chiefly for the 
Ule and Bengfit of thoſe who have not better Helps, 220. 
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